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CAPACITIVE POSITION SENSOR

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation, under 35 U.S.C. §120, of
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/421,713, filed Apr. 10,
2009, which claims the benefit, under 35 §119(e), of U.S.
Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/044,038, filed Apr.
10, 2008.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to capacitive position sensors. More
particularly the invention relates to 2-dimensional capacitive
position sensors of the type based on capacitive proximity
sensing techniques. Such sensors may be referred to as 2-di-
mensional capacitive transducing (2DCT) sensors. 2DCT
sensors are based on detecting a disturbance in a capacitive
coupling of sensor electrodes caused by the proximity of a
pointing object. A measured location for the disturbance cor-
responds to a measured position for the pointing object.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,452,514, U.S. Pat. No. 7,148,704 and U.S.
Pat. No. 5,730,165 disclose prior art capacitive touch sensors.

2DCT sensors are typically actuated by a human finger, or
a stylus. Example devices include touch screen and touch
sensitive keyboards/keypads, e.g. as used for controlling con-
sumer electronic devices/domestic appliances, and possibly
in conjunction with an underlying display, such as a liquid
crystal display (LCD), or cathode ray tube (CRT). Other
devices which may incorporate 2DCT sensors include pen-
input tablets and encoders used in machinery for feedback
control purposes, for example. 2DCT sensors are capable of
reporting at least a 2-dimensional coordinate, Cartesian or
otherwise, related to the location of an object or human body
part, by means of a capacitance sensing mechanism.

Devices employing 2DCT sensors have become increas-
ingly popular and common, not only in conjunction with
personal computers, but also in all manner of other appliances
such as personal digital assistants (PDAs), point of sale (POS)
terminals, electronic information and ticketing kiosks,
kitchen appliances and the like. 2DCT sensors are frequently
preferred to mechanical switches for a number of reasons. For
example, 2DCT sensors require no moving parts and so are
less prone to wear than their mechanical counterparts. 2DCT
sensors can also be made in relatively small sizes so that
correspondingly small, and tightly packed keypad arrays can
be provided. Furthermore, 2DCT sensors can be provided
beneath an environmentally sealed outer surface/cover panel.
This makes their use in wet environments, or where there is a
danger of dirt or fluids entering a device being controlled
attractive. Furthermore still, manufacturers often prefer to
employ interfaces based on 2DCT sensors in their products
because such interfaces are often considered by consumers to
be more aesthetically pleasing than conventional mechanical
input mechanisms (e.g. push-buttons).

WO 2009/027629, published on 5 Mar. 2009, describes a
capacitive touch sensor comprising a dielectric panel overly-
ing a drive electrode with two sense electrodes. One of the
sense electrodes is positioned to be shielded from the drive
electrode by the first sense electrode, so that the first sense
electrode receives the majority of the charge coupled from the
drive electrode and the second sense electrode primarily reg-
isters noise. A sensing circuit including two detector channels
is connected to the first (coupled) and second (noise) sense
electrodes to receive signal samples respectively. The sensing

10

45

55

2

circuit is operable to output a final signal obtained by sub-
tracting the second signal sample from the first signal sample
to cancel noise.

However, the methods described above increase the size
and thickness, and may decrease the resolution of a device
incorporating a display screen with a 2DCT sensor when it is
more fashionable and desirable to produce smaller devices.
Furthermore, additional steps are required during manufac-
ture and as a result there is an increased cost due to further
components being needed.

European patent EP 1821175 describes an alternative solu-
tion to reduce the noise collected on a 2DCT touch sensor. EP
1821175 discloses a display device with a touch sensor which
is arranged so that the two dimensional touch sensor is over-
laid upon a display device to form a touch sensitive display
screen. The display device uses an LCD arrangement with
vertical and horizontal switching of the LCD pixels. The
touch sensing circuit includes a current detection circuit, a
noise elimination circuit as well as a sampling circuit for each
of a plurality of sensors, which are arranged to form the
two-dimensional sensor array. The current detection circuit
receives a strobe signal, which is generated from the horizon-
tal and vertical switching signals of the LCD screen. The
strobe signal is used to trigger a blanking of the current
detection circuit during a period in which the horizontal
switching voltage signal may affect the measurements per-
formed by the detection circuit.

WO 2009/016382, published on 5 Feb. 2009, describes a
sensor used to form a two dimensional touch sensor, which
can be overlaid on a liquid crystal display (LCD) screen. As
such, the effects of switching noise on the detection of an
object caused by a common voltage signal of the LCD screen
can be reduced. The sensor comprises a capacitance measure-
ment circuit operable to measure the capacitance of the sens-
ing element and a controller circuit to control charging cycles
of'the capacitance measurement circuit. The controller circuit
is configured to produce charging cycles at a predetermined
time and in a synchronous manner with a noise signal. For
example, the charge-transfer cycles or ‘bursts’ may be per-
formed during certain stages of the noise output signal from
the display screen, i.e. at stages where noise does not signifi-
cantly affect the capacitance measurements performed. Thus,
the sensor can be arranged to effectively pick up the noise
output from a display screen and automatically synchronize
the charge-transfer bursts to occur during stages of the noise
output cycle.

FIG. 21 of the accompanying drawings illustrates sche-
matically a representative portion of the prior art electrode
pattern of U.S. Pat. No. 6,452,514 or its equivalent WO
00/44018, published on 27 Jul. 2000. A plurality of drive
electrodes X1, X2, X3 and X4 extending rowwise are
arranged with a plurality of sense electrodes Y1,Y2,Y3 and
Y4 extending columnwise, the intersections or crossings
between X and Y electrodes forming a matrix or grid of
sensing points or areas 220. It will be understood the X andY
electrodes do not literally intersect, but are offset in the ver-
tical or Z direction, orthogonal to the plane of the drawing,
being separated by a dielectric layer—typically a substrate
panel which bears the X electrodes on one side and the Y
electrodes on the other side. Each crossed electrode area 220
acts as a key so that the presence of a body such as a user’s
finger is detected as a result of a change in an amount of
charge which is transferred between the two electrodes at the
key location. With this arrangement, each of the electrodes
X1, X2, X3 and X4 are driven with a drive circuit 118 via
connections 105 and the other electrodes Y1,Y2,Y3 and Y4
are connected to a charge measurement circuit 118 via sense
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channels 116 which detects an amount of charge present at
each of the sensing areas 220. It will be appreciated that for
simplicity all of the control circuitry has been included in a
single circuit 118. Such two dimensional capacitive transduc-
ing (2DCT) sensors are typically used with devices which
include touch sensitive screens or touch sensitive keyboards/
keypads which are used in for example in consumer elec-
tronic devices and domestic appliances. The 2DCT is of the
so-called “active” or “mutual” type, in which proximity of an
object is sensed by the changes induced in coupling between
a drive electrode and one or more adjacent sense electrodes.

In the above 2DCT sensor, interpolation is used to deter-
mine the location of an object or finger adjacent the sensor.
This is done by using the signals from the sense area being
touched and the neighboring sense areas in a linear interpo-
lation algorithm. However, for an interpolation to be accurate
the electric field between adjacent drive electrodes should be
linear or at least known. If the electrodes are placed close
together it can be assumed that the electric filed between two
electrodes is linear. That is to say that as you move away from
an electrode, the field reduces in a linear fashion.

As the size of devices that use 2DCT sensors is increased,
larger area 2DCT sensors are required. To increase the area of
the 2DCT sensor while keeping the same resolution and accu-
racy (i.e. avoid using a non-linear interpolation method) the
number of drive and sense electrodes could be increased.
However, this means that the number of connections required
from the control circuits is increased which in turn results in
more expensive control circuits and increased acquisition
times, since the acquisition of signals from each of the sens-
ing areas typically needs to be carried out at least partially in
series, since not all sensing areas can be polled simulta-
neously owing to restrictions on the number of drive and
sense lines, and controller channels, i.e. chip pins.

FIG. 22 of the accompanying drawings illustrates sche-
matically a representative portion of the prior art electrode
pattern US 2008/0246496, published on 9 Oct. 2008. The
figure illustrates a pattern of electrodes comprising longitu-
dinal (bar) drive electrodes 152. The drive electrodes 152 are
coupled via drive channels 158 and 160 to a controller (not
shown in the figure). Each drive channel supplies drive sig-
nals to the group of four drive electrodes 152. The drive
electrodes 152 are each connected to one another by a chain or
row of resistors 170 having the same value. Alternatively, a
single resistive strip could be used (not shown in figure).
When operated the grouped drive electrodes will receive a
different value drive signal. For example, when drive channel
160 is connected to a drive signal and drive channel 158 is
connected to ground, the electrode connected directly to drive
channel 160 will receive the applied signal value, the drive
electrode below will receive two thirds of the applied signal
value and the drive electrode below that will receive a third of
the applied signal value. In the example described above, the
fourth electrode connected directly to the drive channel 158 in
the figure will be connected to ground. However, the above
method can be repeated with drive channel 158 being con-
nected to a drive signal and drive channel 160 being con-
nected to ground. This effectively, allows four drive elec-
trodes to be driven using only two drive channels. The
arrangement shown in the figure can be repeated, and
expanded to include more intermediate drive electrodes with
respective resistors. However, the method described above is
only suitable for the drive electrodes and is not transferable to
the sense electrodes. The sense electrodes shown in the figure
are interleaved with adjacent drive electrodes on a single
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surface. However, it will be appreciated that the drive elec-
trodes shown in the figure could also be used for two-layer or
dual layer designs.

It would therefore be desirable to provide an electrode
pattern for a mutual capacitive or active type 2DCT sensor
that can be used to allow the size of the overall sensitive area
to be increased without needing to introduce more sense
channels.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to afirstaspect of the invention there is provided
a capacitive position sensor comprising: a plurality of drive
electrodes extending in a first direction on a first plane; a
plurality of sense electrodes extending in a second direction
on a second plane offset from the first plane so that the sense
electrodes cross the drive electrodes at a plurality of intersec-
tions which collectively form a position sensing array;
wherein the sense electrodes have branches extending in the
first direction part of the way towards each adjacent sense
electrode so that end portions of the branches of adjacent
sense electrodes co-extend with each other in the first direc-
tion separated by a distance sufficiently small that capacitive
coupling to the drive electrode adjacent to the co-extending
portion is reduced.

In one embodiment, for each drive electrode there is one set
of sense electrode branches providing co-extending portions
that occupy a region in between adjacent sense electrodes in
the first direction. Providing sense electrode branches allow a
sensor to be made which has a greater extent in the first
direction for a given number of sense channels.

In other embodiments, for each drive electrode there are
multiple sets of sense electrode branches that are offset from
each other in the second direction, the multiple sets providing
respective co-extending portions extending over different
respective regions in the first direction. Increasing the number
of sense electrode branches per drive electrode allows a sen-
sor to be made which has ever greater extent in the first
direction without having to increase the number of sense
channels.

The sense electrodes are separated from each other in the
first direction by a distance P, and the drive electrodes are
separated from each other in the second direction by a dis-
tance P,,,., wherein: P, /P,. =2mz=1, where ‘m’ is the
number of sets of sense electrode branches per drive elec-
trode. The drive electrode pitch P, is preferably of com-
parable dimension, or smaller, to the touch size of the touch-
ing object for which the sensor is designed. The touching
object for which the sensor is designed may be a finger, e.g. of
touch size 8-10 mm diameter. A stylus could also be used.

In plan view each drive electrode covers an area that fully
encloses its associated sense electrode branches. In other
words the “footprint’ of the sense electrodes lie within their
associate drive electrode, or the periphery of the drive elec-
trode lies outwardly beyond the sense electrodes associated
therewith in at least the second direction and preferably also
the first direction.

The drive electrodes preferably substantially entirely cover
the first plane with individual ones of the drive electrodes
being separated from neighboring drive electrodes by small
gaps, wherein the gaps are preferably dimensioned to be
sufficiently small to be invisible or almost invisible. The gaps
are preferably less than around 100 micrometers, for example
with ITO drive electrodes. Gap values of less than 90, 80, 70,
60 or 50 micrometers may also be preferred. With some
electrode materials, such as PET, it may be difficult to fabri-
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cate such small gaps, so in some instances the gaps are pref-
erably less than around 250, 200 or 150 micrometers

The drive and sense electrodes may be the only electrode
layers provided, a two-layer electrode construction leading to
improved optical transmission for transparent embodiments
such as used for touch-sensitive displays, thinner overall con-
struction, and lower cost.

An important combination is the above-defined capacitive
touch sensor with a display module. The display module, for
example an LCD or OLED display panel, will typically by
arranged below the first layer and distal the touch surface so
that from top to bottom, or outside to inside the device, the
components will be—dielectric layer the upper surface of
which will be the touch surface—layer 2—substrate—layer
1—display panel, with the display panel being inside the
device housing or outer shell. In a display application, the
electrodes will likely be made of ITO.

In some embodiments, each drive and/or sense electrode is
made of a continuous sheet of electrically conductive mate-
rial, such as ITO or a metal. In other embodiments, each drive
and/or sense electrode is made of a mesh or filigree pattern of
interconnected lines of highly conductive material which col-
lectively define each electrode. Still further embodiments use
continuous sheets for one of the electrode types and meshes
for the other electrode type. In the mesh approach, the inter-
connected lines preferably have a sufficiently small width so
as to be invisible or almost invisible. They can then be made
of' material that is not inherently invisible, e.g. a metal such as
copper, but still remain practically invisible.

The invention can be implemented to form a Cartesian ‘xy’
grid of touch sensor locations. In particular, the drive elec-
trodes can extend in a first linear direction and the sense
electrodes in a second linear direction transverse to the first
linear direction so that the plurality of intersections form a
grid pattern, for example a square, diamond or rectangular
grid. The invention can also be implemented to form a polar
‘r0” grid, wherein the drive electrodes extend arcuately and
the sense electrodes extend radially so that the plurality of
intersections lie on one or more arcuate paths.

A further aspect of the invention relates to a touch sensitive
panel for a capacitive touch sensor, the touch sensitive panel
having a plurality of drive electrodes arranged on one side of
a substrate in a first layer and a plurality of sense electrodes
arranged on the other side of the substrate in a second layer so
that the sense electrodes cross the drive electrodes at a plu-
rality of intersections offset from each other by the thickness
of the substrate, wherein the drive electrodes substantially
entirely cover the first layer with individual ones of the drive
electrodes being separated from neighboring drive electrodes
by small gaps.

According to a second aspect of the invention there is
provided a touch sensitive panel for a capacitive touch sensor,
the touch sensitive panel having a plurality of drive electrodes
arranged on one side of a substrate in a first layer and a
plurality of sense electrodes arranged on the other side of the
substrate in a second layer so that the sense electrodes cross
the drive electrodes at a plurality of intersections offset from
each other by the thickness of the substrate, wherein the sense
electrodes have branches extending in the first direction part
of the way towards each adjacent sense electrode so that end
portions of the branches of adjacent sense electrodes co-
extend with each other in the first direction separated by a
distance sufficiently small that capacitive coupling to the
drive electrode adjacent to the co-extending portion is
reduced.

According to a third aspect of the invention there is pro-
vided a method of sensing position of an actuation on a
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two-dimensional position sensor according to the first aspect
of the invention, the method comprising:

applying drive signals to each of the plurality of drive elec-
trodes;

measuring sense signals received from each of the plurality of
sense electrodes representing a degree of capacitive coupling
of the drive signals between the drive electrodes and each
group of the sense electrodes;

determining the position in the first direction by an interpo-
lation between sense signals obtained from each of the plu-
rality of sense electrodes; and

determining the position in the second direction by an inter-
polation between sense signals obtained by sequentially driv-
ing each of the plurality of drive electrodes with respective
drive signals.

According to an alternative formulation of the invention,
there is provided a capacitive sensor having an electrode
pattern comprising a plurality of sense electrodes generally
extending in a y direction across a sensing area and spaced
apart in an X direction; wherein the extent in the y direction of
each of the sense electrodes is herein referred to a spine;
wherein each of the sense electrodes further comprises a
plurality of extents spaced apart in the y direction herein
referred to as first-branches that extend from the spine in the
x direction and a —x direction opposing the x direction, whose
extent from the spine in the second and -x direction is not
more than the spacing between adjacent spines; and wherein
the first-branches of each of the sense electrodes coextend
over the same portion of the sensitive area as the first-
branches of adjacent spines.

The electrode pattern may further comprise a plurality of
drive electrodes extending in the x direction and interleaved
in the y direction; wherein each of the drive electrodes
extends in the first and x direction over the same portion of the
sensing area as the first-branches of each of the sense elec-
trodes.

The drive and sense electrodes may be disposed on oppos-
ing surfaces of a substrate.

The drive and sense electrodes may be disposed on a sur-
face of different substrates.

The electrode pattern may further comprise a plurality of
second-, third- or fourth-branches interleaved with the first-
branches, wherein the coextension of branches from adjacent
spines is offset from each other.

According to another aspect of the present invention there
is provided a two-dimensional sensor comprising the elec-
trode pattern, wherein the sensor may further comprise a
controller comprising a drive unit for applying drive signals to
the drive electrodes, and a sense unit for measuring sense
signals received from each of the respective sense electrodes
representing a degree of capacitive coupling of the drive
signals between the drive electrodes and each of the sense
electrodes.

The controller may further comprise a processing unit for
calculating a position of an interaction with the sensitive area
from an analysis of the sense signals obtained by applying
drive signals to the drive electrodes.

The processing unit may be operable to determine position
in the x direction by an interpolation between sense signals
obtained from each of the plurality of sense electrodes.

The processing unit may be operable to determine position
in the y direction by an interpolation between sense signals
obtained by sequentially driving each of the plurality of drive
electrodes with respective drive signals.

According to another aspect of the present invention there
is provided a method of sensing position of an actuation on a
two-dimensional position sensor comprising: an electrode
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pattern comprising a plurality of sense electrodes generally
extending in a y direction across a sensing area and spaced
apart in an X direction, wherein the extent in the y direction of
each of the sense electrodes is herein referred to a spine,
wherein each of the sense electrodes further comprises a
plurality of extents spaced apart in the y direction herein
referred to as first-branches that extend from the spine in the
x direction and a —x direction opposing the x direction, whose
extent from the spine in the second and -x direction is not
more than the spacing between adjacent spines, and wherein
the first-branches of each of the sense electrodes coextend
over the same portion of the sensitive area as the first-
branches of adjacent spines; a plurality of drive electrodes
extending in the x direction and interleaved in the y direction;
wherein each of the drive electrodes extends in the first and x
direction over the same portion of the sensing area as the
first-branches of each of the sense electrodes; the method
comprising: applying drive signals to each of the plurality of
drive electrodes; measuring sense signals received from each
of the plurality of sense electrodes representing a degree of
capacitive coupling of the drive signals between the drive
electrodes and each group of the sense electrodes; determin-
ing the position in the x direction by an interpolation between
sense signals obtained from each of the plurality of sense
electrodes; and determining the position in the y direction by
an interpolation between sense signals obtained by sequen-
tially driving each of the plurality of drive electrodes with
respective drive signals.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of the invention and to show
how the same may be carried into effect reference is now
made by way of example to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1A shows a side view of a two-electrode layer capaci-
tive touch screen according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 1B shows a perspective view of a two-electrode layer
capacitive touch screen according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 1C shows a side view of a two-electrode layer capaci-
tive touch screen according to another embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 1D shows a side view of a two-electrode layer capaci-
tive touch screen according to another embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 1E shows a side view of a two-electrode layer capaci-
tive touch screen according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2A shows an electrode pattern of drive electrodes with
resistive elements according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 2B shows a portion of the electrode pattern shown in
FIG. 2A with a meander pattern of electrode material;

FIG. 2C shows a portion of the electrode pattern shown in
FIG. 2A with screen printed resistors;

FIG. 2D shows a portion of the electrode pattern shown in
FIG. 2A with discrete resistors;

FIG. 3 shows a portion of the electrode pattern shown in
FIG. 2B.

FIG. 4 shows a portion of the electrode pattern of drive
electrodes according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5A shows a portion of the electrode pattern shown in
FIG. 24,

FIG. 5B shows a typical finger tip;

FIG. 6 shows an electrode pattern of drive electrodes
according to an embodiment of the invention;
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FIG. 7A shows an electrode pattern of sense electrodes
according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 7B shows a two-electrode layer capacitive touch
screen according to an embodiment of the present invention
with drive and sense units connected via channels to a con-
troller;

FIG. 8 A shows schematically in plan view a portion of the
electrode pattern shown in FIG. 7A with infilling electrodes;

FIG. 8B is a cross-section through a part of FIG. 8A illus-
trating capacitive paths between infilling electrodes and an X
electrode;

FIG. 9 shows hand-shadow caused by a proximate location
of the palm, thumb, wrist etc to a touch screen when the user
touches with a finger;

FIG. 10 shows a portion of an electrode arrangement of
sense electrodes;

FIG. 11 shows a two-electrode layer capacitive touch
screen according to another embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 12 shows a position sensor array according to an
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 13A shows a side on view the position sensor array
according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 13B shows a side on view the position sensor array
according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 13C shows a side on view the position sensor array
according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 14 A schematically shows a circuit which may be used
to measure the charge transferred from a driven one of the
drive electrodes to the sense electrodes;

FIG. 14B shows schematically the timing relationships of
operation of the circuit of FIG. 14A;

FIG. 15A shows a position sensor array according to
another embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 15B shows an expanded portion of the position sensor
shown in FIG. 15A, showing the number of exposed branch
edges;

FIG. 16 shows a position sensor array according to another
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 17 shows a position sensor array according to another
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 18 schematically shows a portable personal computer
incorporating a sensor according to an embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 19 schematically shows a washing machine incorpo-
rating a sensor according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 20 schematically shows a cellular telephone incorpo-
rating a sensor according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 21 illustrates schematically a representative portion
of a prior art position sensor;

FIG. 22 illustrates schematically a representative portion
of a prior art position sensor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Described herein is a two-electrode layer construction for
a capacitive touch screen or 2DCT sensor.

FIGS. 1A and 1B are schematic drawings in side view and
perspective view of a two-electrode layer construction for a
capacitive touch screen or 2DCT sensor. The layers 101 can
generally be made of any conductive material and the layers
can be arranged to oppose each other on two sides of any
isolating substrate 102 such as glass, PET, FR4 etc. The
thickness of the substrate 103 is non critical. Thinner sub-
strates lead to higher capacitive coupling between the layers
which must be mitigated in the control chip. Thicker sub-
strates decrease the layer to layer coupling and are generally
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more favorable for this reason (because the measured change
in capacitance is a larger fraction of the layer-to-layer capaci-
tance so improving signal-to-noise ratio). Typical substrate
thickness’ range from 10’s to 100’s of um. Furthermore it will
appreciated that a dielectric or isolating layer may be dis-
posed overlying the two-electrode layer construction on
Layer 2 to prevent an object adjacent the 2DCT sensor mak-
ing contact with the surface of the layers. This isolating layer
might be a glass or plastics layer.

FIG. 1C shows the side view of an alternative arrangement
to the two-electrode layer construction for the capacitive
touch screen or 2DCT sensor shown in FIG. 1A according
another embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 1C the
layers 101 are disposed on the same surface of the isolating
substrate 102, separated by an isolation layer 108. An addi-
tional dielectric or isolating layer 104 is disposed on the
electrodes layers to prevent an object adjacent the 2DCT
sensor making contact with the layers surface.

FIG. 1D shows the side view of an alternative arrangement
to the two-electrode layer construction for the capacitive
touch screen or 2DCT sensor shown in FIG. 1A according
another embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 1D the
layers 101 are disposed on the same surface of the isolating
substrate 102, separated by an isolation layer 108. However,
the electrode layers 101 are disposed on the surface of the
isolating substrate that is farthest from the touch surface 106.
A display panel 100 is also shown (with hatching) arranged
below the substrate 102 that bears the electrode layers 101. It
will be understood that the display panel in combination with
the touch sensor make a touch screen. A display panel could
also be fitted to an arrangement as shown in FIG. 1C above.

FIG. 1E shows the side view of an alternative arrangement
to the two-electrode layer construction for the capacitive
touch screen or 2DCT sensor shown in FIG. 1A according
another embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 1E each
of the layers 101 are disposed on a surface of two different
isolating substrates 102. The two isolating substrates are
brought together such that the two electrode layers 101 are
separated from the touch surface 106 and are separated by one
of'the isolating substrates. A display panel could also be fitted
to an arrangement as shown in FIG. 1E.

FIG. 2A shows an electrode pattern of drive electrodes with
resistive elements according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion. Layer 1 is the layer farthest from the touch surface. On
Layer 1 is an array of transmitting electrodes as shown in FIG.
2A. The electrodes 201 are arranged as a series of solid bars
running along a first axis 202 or a y direction. A subset of the
bars 203 is connected to the control chip so that they can be
driven as the transmitter in the transmit-receive arrangement
described above. The driven bars 203 include the outer most
bars and then an even gap 204 between the remaining driven
bars. The intermediate bars 205 are connected using resistive
elements 206 in a chain 210, the ends of the chain being
connected to two adjacent driven 203 bars. The driven bars
203 will be referred to as driven-X-bars and the resistively
connected bars 205 will be referred to as resistive-X-bars.

FIGS. 2B, 2C and 2D show three different ways in which to
form the resistive elements 206. Namely, the resistive ele-
ments 206 can be formed using the intrinsic resistance of the
electrode material itself in a “meandered” pattern 207 at the
edge of the touch screen (see FIG. 2B), or can be screen
printed resistive material 208 at the edge (see FIG. 2C), or can
be physical discrete resistors 209 either at the edge of the
pattern (see FIG. 2D) or on a separate circuit. The latter option
increases the interconnecting wiring substantially but can be
advantageous in some designs.
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The resistive chain 210 is used to act as a classic potential
divider, such that the amplitude of the transmit signal is
progressively attenuated between one driven-X-bar and the
adjacent driven-X-bar. The set of driven and resistive bars so
described will be referred to as a “segment” 211. Using this
chain, if say driven-X-bar #1 303 is driven with a pulse train
305 relative to OV 306 with a peak-to-peak voltage V 307, and
driven-X-bar #2 304 is driven to OV, then resistive-X-bars in
between these two will be ratiometrically attenuated.

FIG. 3 shows a portion of the electrode pattern shown in
FIG. 2B in which example, if there were 2 resistive-X-bars
205 and the resistor divider chain 210 is constructed of equal
valued elements R 308, then the resistive-X-bar #1 301 will
have a peak-to-peak voltage of 0.66666V and resistive-X-bar
#2 will have a peak-to-peak voltage 0f 0.33333V. This has the
effect of progressively weakening the electric field emitted
from these resistive electrodes and so forms an interpolating
effect for the capacitive changes within the segment between
driven-X-bars. Hence, the linearity of the capacitive changes
when moving within a segment is improved. Operating with-
out resistive-X-bars is possible but the linearity is poor
because the electric field decays over distance in a strongly
non-linear fashion. By introducing evenly spaced resistive
emitters emitting at an amplitude that is a linear division from
the associated driven-X-bar, the field tends to “fill in” and
form a better approximation to a linear system.

In the forgoing description Layer 1 is a pattern of transmit-
electrodes, which may also be referred to as drive electrodes.
The electrode pattern of Layer 1 may also be refereed to as
x-electrodes. The drive electrodes include the driven-X-bars
203 and the intermediate X bars 205 or resistive-X-bars.
Furthermore, the driven or drive electrodes are defined as
being made up of outer most driven-X-bars 203 and interme-
diate X bars or resistive-X-bars 205 connected using resistive
elements 206 in a chain 210. The outer most X bars are
referred to as driven-X-bars 203. However, it will be appre-
ciated that all of the X-bars might be driven X-bars without
using resistive elements.

Typical resistive elements 206 have resistive values rang-
ing from a few KQ up to high 10’s of KQ. Lower values
require more current (and hence energy) to drive from the
control chip but allow faster capacitive measurements as they
have lower time constants and hence can be charged and
discharged faster. Higher values require less current (and
hence energy) to drive but have higher time constants and
hence must be charged and discharged more slowly. Larger
values also help to make any resistance build up in intercon-
necting wiring contribute a smaller voltage drop to the emit-
ted field strength from the X bars, and hence make for a more
efficient system. For this reason, generally higher values are
preferred.

Another key reason to include the resistive-X-bars is that it
makes the segment scalable, i.e. by adding more resistive-X-
bars the segment can be made larger. This is at the expense of
spatial resolution; the segment uses the same two driven-X-
bars and hence the resolution of the measurement must be
fundamentally the same, but the segment is now spread across
a larger region and so spatially the resolution degrades. Mak-
ing the segment scalable means that fewer driven-X-bars are
needed and hence fewer connections to the control chip. By
balancing the trade-off between spatial resolution and con-
nection cost/complexity an optimal solution may be found for
each design.

Overall, the bars in Layer 1 can be seen to be substantially
area filling; almost all of the surface area is flooded with
electrode. The gaps between the bars 205 can be made arbi-
trarily small and indeed, the smaller the better from a visibil-
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ity point of view. Making the gaps larger than around 100 um
is non-ideal as this leads to increased visibility of the gap to
the human eye and a key goal is often to try and make an
invisible touch screen. A larger gap also tends to increase the
possibility of a significant fringing electric field near the gap
to electrodes in Layer 2 which will lead to worsening non-
linearity. Gaps of a few 10’s of micrometers are common as
they are almost invisible and can be easily mass-produced, for
example gaps of between 20 and 50 micrometers.

FIG. 4 shows a portion of the electrode pattern of drive
electrodes according to an embodiment of the invention.
Referring to FIG. 4, it is also desirable to use a gap with a
small up/down wave pattern 401 between driven 402 and
resistive-X-bars 403 as this helps to disguise the gap when
viewed through Layer 2 with the added effect of the parallax
caused by the substrate thickness. Various patterns can be
used to help disguise the gap when viewed in this way, for
example a sine wave, triangle wave or square wave could be
used. The frequency and amplitude are chosen to help break
up the otherwise long linear gap when viewed through the
complex but regular pattern in Layer 2. The amplitude must
be minimized to avoid errors in the reported touch coordinate.

FIG. 5A shows a portion of the electrode pattern shown in
FIG. 2A.

FIG. 5B shows a typical finger tip.

The electrode bars (both types) are generally designed so
that they have a fundamental pitch of around 8 mm or less, as
shown in FIG. 5A preferably 5 mm. This is in recognition
that, as shown in FIG. 5B, a typical finger touch 501 creates a
generally circular region 502 (illustrated in FIG. 5B with
hashing) of around 8 to 10 mm in diameter and so matching
the electrode pitch to the touch size optimizes the interpolat-
ing effect of the touch. Making the pitch of the electrodes
larger than 8 mm can start to lead to distinct non-linearity in
the response as the interpolation is well below ideal. In
essence, by making the electrode bars too wide, as the touch-
ing finger moves perpendicular to the bars its influence tends
to “saturate” over one electrode before it starts to interact with
the next electrode to any significant degree. When the pitch is
optimized, the finger will cause a steadily reducing influence
on one bar while already starting to create a well balanced
increase on the neighboring bar, with the peak influence being
spatially quite distinct i.e. steady increase immediately fol-
lowed by steady decrease with no appreciable transition dis-
tance from increase to decrease (or vice-versa).

FIG. 6 shows an electrode pattern of drive electrodes
according to an embodiment of the invention. Referring to
FIG. 6 the driven-X-bars at the outer edges of Layer 1 601 are
made to be half the width of all other bars 602. The overall
design is in essence several identical concatenated segments
603, and the driven-X-bars on the inside of the layer 604 are
also half width but are butted up to the neighboring segment
with its half width outer bar, so driven-X-bars internal to the
pattern appear to be full width. FIG. 6 shows the virtual
division of the internal bars 604 with a dashed line; in practice
of course the bars 604 are one-piece. Having the pattern at its
outer two edges with half-width bars improves the overall
linearity; if the pattern were infinite then the linearity would
be perfect in this regard, but of course the pattern must end
and hence there is a natural non-linearity at the edges.

FIG. 7A shows an electrode pattern of sense electrodes
according to an embodiment of the invention. Layer 2 is the
layer nearest to the touch surface. Referring to FIG. 7A in its
simplest form, the electrodes on Layer 2 are a uniformly
spaced series of narrow lines running along a second axis at
nominally 90 degrees to the first axis used in Layer 1 herein
referred to as an x direction. That is to say that the Layer 1 or
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drive electrodes cross the Layer 2 or sense electrodes. The
electrodes on Layer 2 are referred to as sense electrodes,
y-electrodes, Y lines or receive electrodes. They are arranged
to lie directly and completely over the area 703 occupied by
the X bars underneath. The spacing between the bars has a
similar influence on the linearity as does the spacing of the X
bars. This means thattheY lines need to be spaced with a pitch
of 8 mm or less 704, preferably 5 mm for best intrinsic
linearity. In a similar way to the Layer 1 with its half-width
outer X bars, the gap from the edge of the Layer 2 pattern to
the first line is half of this pitch 705 to improve the linearity.
The width of the Y lines 706 is important. They need to be
narrow enough so that they are not easily visible to the human
eye, but wide enough that they have a resistance (at their
“far-end”) that is low enough to be compatible with capacitive
measurements. Narrower is also better as far as noise immu-
nity is concerned because the surface area of the Y line has a
direct influence of on how much electrical noise can be
coupled into the Y lines by a finger touch. Having narrower Y
lines also means that the capacitive coupling between the X
and Y layer is minimized, which, as previously mentioned,
helps to maximize signal-to-noise ratio.

FIG. 7B shows a touch sensor 10 according to an embodi-
ment of the invention. The sensor 10 shown in the figure
combines the electrode patterns from FIG. 2A and FIG. 7A.
The sensor 10 comprises a substrate 102 bearing an electrode
pattern 30 defining a sensitive area or sensing region of the
sensor and a controller 20. The controller 20 is coupled to
electrodes within the electrode pattern by a series of electrical
connections which will be described below. The electrode
pattern 30 is made up of Layer 1 electrodes and Layer 2
electrodes on opposing sides of the substrate 102 as shown in
FIG. 1B.

Referring to FIG. 7B, the controller 20 provides the func-
tionality of a drive unit 12 for supplying drive signals to
portions of the electrode pattern 30, a sense unit 14 for sensing
signals from other portions of the electrode pattern 30, and a
processing unit 16 for calculating a position based on the
different sense signals seen for drive signals applied to dif-
ferent portions ofthe electrode pattern. The controller 20 thus
controls the operation of the drive and sense units, and the
processing of responses from the sense unit 14 in the process-
ing unit 16, in order to determine the position of an object, e.g.
a finger or stylus, adjacent the sensor 10. The drive unit 12,
sense unit 14 and processing unit 16 are shown schematically
in FIG. 7B as separate elements within the controller. How-
ever, in general the functionality of all these elements will be
provided by a single integrated circuit chip, for example a
suitably programmed general purpose microprocessor, or
field programmable gate array, or an application specific inte-
grated circuit, especially in a microcontroller format.

In the figure there is provided a number of drive electrodes
60 represented by longitudinal bars extending in the x-direc-
tion as described above and shown in FIG. 2A. On the oppos-
ing surface of the substrate 102, there is provided a number of
sense electrodes 62 forming electrode Layer 2 as shown in
FIG. 7A and described above that cross the drive electrodes
60 of Layer 1 in the y-direction.

The sense electrodes are then connected to the sense unit 14
via connections or tracks 76 and the drive electrodes are
connected to the drive unit 12 via connections or tracks 72.
The connections to the drive and sense electrodes are shown
schematically in FIG. 7B. However, it will be appreciated that
other techniques for routing the connections or tracks might
beused. All ofthe tracks might be routed to a single connector
block at the periphery of the substrate 102 for connection to
the controller 20.
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The operation of the sensor 10 shown in FIG. 7B is
described below. As can be seen there are conflicting require-
ments for the Y lines in terms of their width. The strongest
requirement tends to be the minimization of the resistance of
theY line to ensure successful capacitive measurement within
an acceptable overall measurement time. This leads to wider
electrodes, typically in the region of 100 um to 1000 pm.
Where the visibility of the electrodes is either not an issue or
where the electrodes can be made practically invisible (such
as index matched ITO on PET for example), then the com-
promises are all quite easily accommodated and the width
increase is a simple choice. But where the visibility is anissue
and the method used to fabricate the electrodes cannot be
made sufficiently invisible (such as non index matched ITO
on glass) then some alternative arrangement must be found. In
this case, a method called in-filling can be used as now
described and illustrated.

FIG. 8A shows a portion of the electrode pattern shown in
FIG. 7A with infilling electrodes. This method fills all
“unused” 801 space with isolated squares of conductor 802
(ITO for example), separated with gaps 803 to its neighbors
that are small enough to be practically invisible and small
enough to cause significant square-to-square capacitance.
Another key factor in designing the isolated elements or
islands is to make them the same size 804 in each axis as the
width of the Y lines 805. In this way, the uniformity of the
overall pattern is optimal, and the only irregularity is in the
length of the Y lines. This pattern is substantially invisible to
the human eye. The gaps between neighboring squares, and
the gaps between squares and neighboring Y lines can be
made arbitrarily small, typically in the region of 10’s of um as
they are almost invisible and can be easily mass-produced.
The in-filling is generated during manufacture at the same
time, and using the same process steps, as the sense elec-
trodes, so they are made of the same material and have the
same thickness and electrical properties as the sense elec-
trodes. This is convenient, but not essential. The in-filling
could be carried out separately in principle.

The isolated squares 802 serve to obscure the overall pat-
tern but they also act as a capacitive interpolator (somewhat
analogous to the resistive interpolator used in Layer 1). The
capacitive interpolator so formed has the effect of only mini-
mally impacting the fringing fields between the Y line and the
underlying X bars. This is important because the field must
spread out down to the X bars sufficiently from the edges of
the Y lines to allow a substantial touch influence over at least
half the pitch of the Y lines. This holds true so long as the
capacitance from square to square is substantially higher (at
least x2) the capacitance of a square down to the X bars. The
reason for this is that under these conditions the electric field
tends to propagate from square to square more easily than it is
shunted down to the X layer. As a result, the field distributions
of a design with no in-fill compared to one with in-fill are
similar enough that the linearity is preserved. If the square-
to-square gaps are increased, the linearity degrades because
the field tends to pass via the first couple of squares away from
aY line down to the X bars and so does not propagate far from
the Y line.

FIG. 8B illustrates these capacitive paths between example
infilling electrodes and between an example infilling elec-
trode and an example X electrode. Capacitance from square
808 to square 808 is shown with nominal capacitors 806 and
capacitance from one of the squares 808 down to an adjacent
X bar 809 is shown with nominal capacitor 807.

It should be noted that the in-fill is not actually needed in
this design, but it can be used to minimize pattern visibility
without compromising the linearity of the output.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

In operation the transmitting or drive electrodes are
sequenced such that only one driven-X-bar 203 is ever active
at one time, all others being driven to a zero potential. The
field emitted therefore only radiates from one segment at a
time. This radiated field couples locally into all of the Y lines
701 above the segment in question. The control chip then
takes a capacitive measurement for each of the “intersec-
tions” or “crossings” formed between the X and the Y elec-
trodes in this segment. Each XY intersection is also known as
a node. In sequence, each driven-X-bar is activated, holding
all others at zero potential. In this way, each segment is
sequentially scanned. Once all segments have been com-
pleted, a total of NxM nodes will have been measured where
N is the number of driven-X-bars and M is the number of Y
lines. It should be stressed that the node measurements are all
independent of each other making it possible to detect several
touch locations simultaneously. Another important point in
the way the XY array is scanned is that because only one
segment is active at any one time, the others being driven to
zero potential, only touches in the active segment can influ-
ence the measured node capacitances in that segment (at least
to a first approximation). This means that an effect known as
“hand-shadow” is strongly minimized. Hand-shadow is an
effect caused by the proximate location of the palm, thumb,
wrist etc to the touch screen when the user touches with a
finger.

FIG. 9 shows hand-shadow caused by a proximate location
of the palm, thumb, wrist etc to a touch screen when the user
touches with a finger. The nature of capacitive measurement
means that the electric fields tend to radiate or project from
the surface of the device and so can be influenced even by
objects that are not in direct contact with the surface. This
influence would normally serve to distort the reported touch
location, as the combined capacitive readings of the finger
together with readings caused by the “hand shadow” would
slightly corrupt the computed coordinates reported by the
control chip. By activating only one segment at a time this
normally problematic effect is drastically reduced.

Having scanned the entire touch screen, generating NxM
node measurements, it is a simple task to compute the touch
location, in both of the axes, of one or more objects, as
described in U.S. patent application 60/949,376 published as
WO 2009/007704 [5] on 15 Jan. 2009, using a combination of
logical processing to discover the node at the approximate
centre of each touch, and standard mathematical centroid
computations of the relative signal strengths around each
touch detected. The touch location along the first axis is
resolved using the touch’s centre node signal and the imme-
diately adjacent node signal to each side that lie along the first
axis. Likewise, the location in the second axis is resolved
using the centre node and the immediately adjacent node
signals that lie along the second axis.

A key design advantage in having the entire Layer 1 almost
entirely covered or flooded with emitting X electrodes is that
because these electrodes are virtually immune to changes in
parasitic capacitive loading (they are relatively low imped-
ance drivers, even the resistively coupled X bars still only
have DC resistances of a few 10’s of KQ and so can charge
and discharge any moderate parasitics very quickly) any
change in the distance between the rear (non-touch side) of
Layer 1 and a nearby ground load will make no difference to
the measured capacitances of the nodes. The touch screen is
thus touch-sensitive only on one side, Layer 2. This has major
benefits when slightly flexible front panels are used that can
bend relative to an LCD placed below the touch screen. The
separation between Layer 1 and Layer 2 is fixed by the sub-
strate material and hence the capacitance between these two is
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fixed even if'the substrate is bent during touch causing the rear
of Layer 1 to experience a change in its ambient conditions.

A further advantage to using the flooded X design is that it

provides an inherent amount of noise attenuation for radiated
emissions that are present behind Layer 1. This is common
with LCD modules that tend to have large amplitude drive
signals present on their outer layers. These drive waveforms
will normally couple to the'Y lines and disturb the momentary
reported capacitance of the associated nodes. However,
because the Y lines are effectively shielded by the flooded X
layer, the only remaining mechanism for the noise to couple
to the'Y lines is capacitively via the X layer itself. The X bars,
as already described, are reasonably low resistance and so can
only be disturbed by the interfering noise waveform in pro-
portion to the ratio of the impedance of the noise coupling vs.
the impedance of the X bar. Hence, the amount of noise
coupled onward to the Y lines is attenuated by this ratio. The
coupling of the noise waveform to X bars is purely capacitive
and so decreasing this coupling capacitance helps to attenuate
the interference even more. This can be achieved by arranging
an air gap between the LCD and the back of Layer 1, or by
using a transparent dielectric spacer layer instead of the air
gap that will yield a higher capacitance of coupling but has the
advantage of being mechanically robust. In a traditional
capacitive touch screen an entire extra “shielding” layer
below Layer 1 must often be used to mitigate this LCD noise.
This layer is often driven to zero potential or is actively driven
with a facsimile of the capacitive acquisition waveform,
which serves to isolate the noise from the capacitive nodes.
This has the disadvantage of adding cost and complexity,
worsens optical properties and also tends to attenuate the size
of the change in capacitance during touch (leading to lower
resolution and worse signal-to-noise ratio). The flooded X
design described herein will often produce sufficient inherent
attenuation of the coupled noise that no extra layer is
required, offering a substantial commercial advantage.

Another advantage found with this design is that the Y lines

can be made narrow in comparison to the size of the touching
object. In particular, the Y lines can have a width of one
quarter or less than the size of the touching object, or equiva-
lently the pitch of the X electrodes. For example, a Y line
width of 0.5 mm is 16 times narrower than the width of a
typical finger touch. The implication of this is related to the
surface area available for interaction with the touching finger.
A narrow Y line has a very small surface area to couple
capacitively to the touch object; in the example cited, the
coupled area is around 4 mm? compared with the total “cir-
cular” touch area of around 50 mm?. With such a small area
coupled to the touch, the amount of noise injected into the Y
line from the finger is minimized because the coupling
capacitance is small. This has an attenuating effect on any
differential noise between the touch object and device using
the touch screen. Furthermore, by making narrow Y lines the
resistance is reduced. Reducing the resistance of the Y lines
reduces the acquisition times and decreases the power dissi-
pation.

In summary, the advantages of the described touch screen

are:

1. Only two layers are required for construction leading to;
(1) improved optical transmission (ii) thinner overall
construction (iii) lower cost.

2. Area filling design for electrodes on Layer 1 leading to;
(1) almost invisible electrode pattern when using ITO (ii)
isolation of theY lines on Layer 2 from capacitive effects
below Layer 1 (iii) partial attenuation of noise coupled
from an underlying L.LCD module or other noise source.
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3. Narrow Y lines on Layer 2 with optional area filling
isolated squares leading to; (i) almost invisible electrode
pattern when using ITO (ii) reduced electrode area
reduces susceptibility to coupling noise from touch.

It is also desirable to minimize the number of Y lines used
across Axis 1—labeled the first axis in FIG. 7A. This gener-
ally leads to a lower cost control chip and simplifies intercon-
nection of the electrodes. With the describedY line design, the
fundamental pitch between lines needs to be 8 mm or below
to achieve good linearity. Spacing the lines further apart rap-
idly compromises linearity in Axis 1. To enable the Y lines to
have a greater “reach” the following adaptation can be made
to the Layer 2 design.

FIG. 10 shows a portion of an electrode arrangement of
sense electrodes which modifies theY line 1101 design to add
a series of cross-members 1102 running along the first axis
1103 and equally disposed 1104 so as to be centered about the
Y line. The cross members span approximately Y2 to % of the
gap to the next Y line 1105 in both directions. The cross
members on each successive Y line are arranged so that they
overlap the cross members of those on the neighboring Y lines
1106 with the gap 1107 between the overlapping sections
chosen to be a few 10’s of um to minimize visibility and
prevent any substantial fringing fields from forming along the
inside of the overlapped region. The cross members are
spaced by a distance 1108 along theY line on a pitch of 8 mm
or less, and ideally they are spaced to lie with a uniform
relationship to the gaps in the underlying X bars. This ensures
that the field patterns are uniform and symmetrical in all
regions of the touch screen, leading to good linearity. The
cross members effectively act to spread the electric field
further beyond the primary Y line and the overlapped region
helps to gradate the field from one Y region to the next in a
linear fashion.

Embodiments of the invention shown in FIGS. 2A, 7A, 7B
and 10 may further comprise connections to both extents of
the drive and sense electrodes or transmitting electrodes and
Y lines respectively. That is to say that a connection is made
at both ends of each of the drive and sense electrodes. This
may increase the linearity of the electric filed along the drive
electrodes and improve the shielding of the flooded electrode
design.

Embodiments of the invention may also be applied to non-
display applications, for example touch pads on a laptop or
control panels on domestic appliances.

FIG. 11 shows a sensor 80 comprising an electrode pattern
according to an embodiment of the invention. For simplicity
the electrode pattern shown in the figure does not include any
circuitry. However, it will be appreciated that drive and sense
circuitry may also be used as described above for the FIG. 7B
embodiment. The figure shows an electrode pattern on oppos-
ing sides of a substrate 82, viewed from above to show the
relative position of the electrode patterns.

The electrode pattern comprises two annular electrodes of
the type described above referred to as Layer 1 or transmit
electrodes. The transmit electrodes may also be referred to as
drive electrodes. The drive electrodes shown in the figure are
effectively the transmit electrodes shown in FIG. 2A and have
been wrapped around arcuately to form a complete, or near
complete, ring or annulus, as might be used by a scroll wheel
sensor for example. Connected to each of the drive electrodes
is a connection or track to provide a drive signal from an
appropriate drive unit (not shown). The drive unit described
above may be used. The electrode pattern further comprises a
number of sense electrodes referred to above as Layer 2
electrodes 86 which extend radially from a central point. The
Layer 2 electrodes may also be referred to as sense electrodes
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or receive electrodes. The sense electrodes 86 are in the form
shown in FIG. 10 and described above. The sense electrodes
are connected to a sense unit (not shown) via connections or
tracks (not shown). The operation of the sensor 80 is similar
to that described above. However, the readout from a process-
ing unit (not shown) connected to the drive and sense units
will be different. The output of the processing unit will pro-
vide a polar coordinate of an object adjacent the sensor 80.
The annular sensor 80 may be used in an application where
two circular controls are typically used in combination, for
example the bass and treble controls or the left/right and
front/rear fade controls on a hi-fi amplifier. It will be appre-
ciated that further annular shaped drive electrodes may be
implemented in the sensor 80 shown in the figure. This
embodiment may therefore be summarized as following a
polar coordinate grid, with the two electrode types extending
radially and arcuately, in contrast to the other embodiments
which follow a Cartesian coordinate grid, with the two elec-
trode types extending along the x- and y-axes.

In a modification of the FIG. 11 design, the arcuate path
may extend over a smaller angle for example a quarter or half
circle instead of a full circle, or another angular range.

FIG. 12 is a view of a front side of a position sensor 10
according to an embodiment of the invention which follows
the design of FIG. 10. The front side of the position sensor is
typically the side facing the user during normal use of the
sensor or an apparatus incorporating the sensor. The sensor 10
comprises a substrate 40 bearing an electrode pattern 30
defining a sensitive area or sensing region of the sensor and a
controller 20. The controller 20 is coupled to electrodes
within the electrode pattern by a series of electrical connec-
tions which will be described below. The electrode pattern 30
is on opposing sides of a substrate, as described below.

The electrode pattern 30 on the substrate 40 can be pro-
vided using conventional techniques (e.g. lithography, depo-
sition, or etch or deactivation techniques). The substrate is of
a dielectric material such as a plastics film, in this case Poly-
ethylene Terephthalate (PET). The electrodes comprising the
electrode pattern are of a transparent conductive material, in
this case Indium Tin Oxide (ITO). Alternatively, the elec-
trodes could be formed from an opaque conductive material
such as metal e.g. copper. The substrate may be bonded to an
overlying panel (not shown) using a suitable pressure sensi-
tive adhesive (PSA) which can be clear to allow light trans-
mission. Thus the sensitive area of the sensor as a whole is
transparent. If transparent, the sensor layer may be used over
an underlying display without obscuration. In other embodi-
ments, if the sensor layer is opaque, it may comprise a con-
ventional printed circuit board or other substrate with a cop-
per electrode pattern, e.g. for use in a mobile telephone
keypad.

FIG. 13 A shows the preferred arrangement of the sensor 10
from a side on view. The figure illustrates how electrodes 60
are disposed on one surface of the substrate 40 and electrodes
62 are disposed on the opposing surface of the substrate 40.
The electrodes 60, 62 are sense and drive electrodes respec-
tively, i.e. the drive electrodes are typically place farthest
away from the touch surface. To isolate the sensor from an
object adjacent the sensor an insulating dielectric layer 42 is
also disposed overlying the sensor. The insulting layer 42
could be a glass or plastics panel. The sensor is used to detect
the position of an object adjacent the sensor on the front side
70.

FIG. 13B shows an alternative arrangement of the sensor
10 from a side on view. The figure illustrates how the elec-
trodes 60 are disposed on one surface of a substrate 40 and the
electrodes 62 are disposed on a different substrate 44. The two
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substrates 42, 44 are then brought together as shown in the
figure. An insulating layer 81 is typically disposed between
the two sets of electrodes to prevent an electrical contact
between the two set of electrodes. Alternatively, both sets of
electrodes could be coated with an insulating layer.

FIG. 13C shows an alternative arrangement of the sensor
10 from a side on view. The figure illustrates how the elec-
trodes 60 are disposed on one surface of a substrate 40. The
electrodes 62 are disposed on the electrodes 60, separated
from an insulating layer 81 disposed between the two elec-
trodes patterns 60, 62. Other arrangements are envisaged such
that the electrode patterns are electrically isolated from one
another and the electrodes are separated from objects adja-
cent the sensor by a suitable dielectric material.

Referring to FIG. 12, the controller 20 provides the func-
tionality of a drive unit 12 for supplying drive signals to
portions of the electrode pattern 30, a sense unit 14 for sensing
signals from other portions of the electrode pattern 30, and a
processing unit 16 for calculating a position based on the
different sense signals seen for drive signals applied to dif-
ferent portions ofthe electrode pattern. The controller 20 thus
controls the operation of the drive and sense units, and the
processing of responses from the sense unit 14 in the process-
ing unit 16, in order to determine the position of an object, e.g.
a finger or stylus, adjacent the sensor 10. The drive unit 12,
sense unit 14 and processing unit 16 are shown schematically
in FIG. 12 as separate elements within the controller. How-
ever, in general the functionality of all these elements will be
provided by a single integrated circuit chip, for example a
suitably programmed general purpose microprocessor, or
field programmable gate array, or an application specific inte-
grated circuit.

Inthe figure there is provided a number of sense electrodes
62 made up of two elements, herein referred to as spines 64
and branches 66. The spines 64 of the sense electrodes extend
in the y-direction, also referred to as the y direction or a
longitudinal direction. The branches 66 extend in the x-direc-
tion or an x direction crossing the spine 64. The branches 66
extend both left and right from the spines 64, i.e. in both the
negative and positive x-direction in respect of the figure.
Negative and positive x-direction are also referred to as the x
direction and a —x direction respectively, wherein the -x
direction opposes the x direction. The extent or length of the
branches is approximately % of the spacing between adjacent
sense electrode spines 64. The branches 66 from adjacent
sense electrodes 62 coextend or are coextensive. That is to say
that the branches 66 from adjacent sense electrode spines 64
occupy the same portion of the sensing region. The extent of
the coextension of the branches 66 shown in FIG. 12 is
approximately Y2 of the spacing between adjacent sense elec-
trode spines 64. It will be appreciated that the extent of the
branches 66 could be varied as could the extent of the coex-
tension. The spacing between the coextensive sense electrode
branches is typically around ten micrometers or a few tens of
micrometers, for example between 5 um and 50 pm, most
preferably between 10 um and 30 um. The spacing will be
chosen to provide an adequate screening effect while being
easy to reliably fabricate and also invisible to the naked eye of
a user.

On the opposing surface of the substrate 40 underlying the
sense electrodes, as described above there is provided a num-
ber drive electrodes 60 represented by longitudinal bars
extending in an x-direction also referred to as the x direction
or latitudinal direction. That is to say that the drive electrodes
extend along an axis in the x-direction. The drive electrodes
60 are shaded in the figure, but it will be appreciated that these
will be constructed from a solid material layer. The drive
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electrodes 60 are spaced apart by typically around ten
micrometers or a few tens of micrometers, for example
between 5 um and 50 um, most preferably between 10 um and
30 pm. The spacing will be chosen to provide an adequate
screening effect while being easy to reliably fabricate and
also invisible to the naked eye of a user.

For a device designed to be actuated by finger touches, the
width of the drive electrodes 60 in the y-direction or the y
direction (also referred to as the longitudinal direction), are
typically in the range 4-10 mm, for example 4 mm, 5 mm, 6
mm, 7 mm, 8 mm, 9 mm or 10 mm. The width of the drive
electrodes is determined by the size of the object that will be
used on the surface ofthe sensor 10. For example, if the sensor
10 is designed to detect the position of a finger adjacent the
sensor 10, the width of the drive electrodes 10 will be greater
than if the sensor 10 is designed to detect the position of a
stylus. The area of the substrate that is covered by the drive
electrodes 60 is may be referred to as the sensing area, the
sensing region or the sensitive area.

The drive electrodes shown in FIG. 12 effectively cover or
flood the surface of the substrate with an electrode layer.
However, it will be appreciated that the drive electrodes may
also be constructed with a smaller width than that shown in
the figure and described above, such that the each of the drive
electrodes 60 covers an area of the sense region that is similar
to that covered by the sense electrodes. That is to say that the
drive electrodes might have a width of less than 5 mm and
spacing in the y-direction of greater than 30 pm.

The sense electrode branches overlying the drive elec-
trodes are typically symmetrically disposed over the associ-
ated drive electrodes, for example centrally disposed in y
between the edges of the associated drive electrodes. That is
to say that the upper and lower edge of a pair of coextensive
sense electrode branches is equidistant from the upper and
lower edge ofthe underlying drive electrode. Upper and lower
edges are used to describe the uppermost extent and lower-
most extent of a drive electrode in the y-direction.

The drive and sense electrodes shown in FIG. 12 may be
considered to form a number of discrete sensing areas, nodes
or keys. Referring to the uppermost drive electrode there are
seven discrete keys as shown by the dotted regions 68. The
different discrete regions are defined by the number of
exposed edges of the sense electrodes that are present.

It is known that in mutual- or active-type sensing, the
majority of the field lines occur at the edges of the electrodes.
Referring to the upper-left discrete key, there is a portion of
the branch electrode from the leftmost sense electrode spine
having two edges, namely an upper and lower edge in the
y-direction in the orientation shown. The next discrete region
to the right only has one exposed edge from the lefimost sense
electrode spine, i.e. the upper edge of the branch electrode.
This is because the coextension of the branch from an adja-
cent electrode spine effectively shields the lower edge of this
branch. In the next discrete key region to the right there are no
exposed edges from the leftmost sense electrode. A similar
scenario exists for the second sense electrode spine. However,
as can be seen in the figure this spine will have two exposed
edges at the electrode spine and one exposed edge to the left
and to the right of the electrode spine. The branches spread the
electric field between adjacent sense electrode spines.

To reduce the number of drive lines used to drive the drive
electrodes 60, the drive electrodes 60 are coupled via drive
channels 72 to the controller drive unit 12. Each drive channel
supplies drive signals to a group of three drive electrodes.
That is to say that although four drive electrodes are con-
nected together, the lower drive electrode will be connected to
ground. The drive electrodes 60 are each connected to each
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other by a chain or row of resistors 70. Alternatively, a single
resistive strip could be used (not shown in figure). When
operated each of the grouped drive electrodes will receive a
different value drive signal. For example, the drive electrode
that is connected directly to the drive unit 12 will receive the
applied signal value, the drive electrode below will receive
two thirds of the applied signal value and the drive electrode
below that will receive a third of the applied signal value. In
this example the fourth drive electrode connected directly to
a drive channel will be connected to ground. However, this
drive electrode will be driven using the full signal value when
the next group of electrodes is driven. It will be appreciated
that if there are fewer drive electrodes or there is no restriction
on the number of connections to the drive unit, the drive
electrodes could all be driven using separate drive channels.
Alternatively, if more drive electrodes are required this can be
achieved without introducing more drive channels by con-
necting adjacent drive electrodes to each other in groups with
resistors and only directly addressing every second, third,
fourth etc. drive electrode.

The sense electrodes are then connected to the sense unit 14
via connections or tracks 76 and the drive electrodes are
connected to the drive unit 12 via connections or tracks 72.
The connections to the drive and sense electrodes are shown
schematically in FIG. 12. However, it will be appreciated that
other techniques for routing the connections or tracks might
beused. All ofthe tracks might be routed to a single connector
block at the periphery of the substrate 40 for connection to the
controller 20.

The x position of the touch or other actuation is obtained by
ratiometric interpolation of the signal strength of adjacent
sense electrodes in the x-direction with the highest signal. In
FIG. 12 four electrodes would be used to interpolate a touch
in the x-direction. Once the full set of sense signals is col-
lected from driving the drive electrodes the two adjacent
x-electrodes that yielded the strongest signals are selected,
and the x-position determined by ratiometric interpolation of
the signal strength of these two signals.

The y position of the touch or other actuation is also
obtained by ratiometric interpolation of the signal strength.
Once the full set of sense signals are collected from driving
the drive electrodes, the two y-electrodes that yielded the
strongest signals are selected, and the y position determined
by ratiometric interpolation of the signal strength of these two
signals.

Alternative interpolation methods may incorporate
weighting factors, for example one of the known adjacent key
suppression algorithms which suppress or give lower weight-
ing to signals from some keys, for example based on proxim-
ity to akey deemed to be a current touch location, or expected
hand shadow effects, as is known in the art. Interpolation need
not be done in a row-wise and columnwise manner as
described above. For example, interpolation could be among
all nearest neighbor keys, or all keys in a sub-block region
previously defined. Many other variations of interpolation
methods will be envisaged.

FIG. 14 A schematically shows a circuit which may be used
to measure the charge transferred from a driven one of the
drive electrodes to the sense electrodes, the drive electrode
being driven ata given time and the sense electrode have a self
capacitance. This is determined primarily by their geom-
etries, particularly in the regions where they are at their clos-
est. Thus the driven drive electrode is schematically shown as
a first plate 410 of a capacitor 412 and the sense electrode is
schematically shown as a second plate 414 of the capacitor
412. Circuitry of the type shown in FIG. 14B is more fully
described in WO 00/44018 [1]. The circuit is based in part on
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the charge-transfer (“QT”) apparatus and methods disclosed
in U.S. Pat. No. 5,730,165 [3], the contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference. It will be appreciated that
the arrangement of drive electrodes shown in FIG. 12 are
grouped together. In this case the group of drive electrodes is
considered to be the driven electrode schematically shown as
the first plate 410. As described above one of the drive con-
nections ofa group of drive electrodes is connected to a signal
and the other drive connection is connected to ground.

During operation the groups of drive electrodes are sequen-
tially driven, while the sense electrodes are all sensed simul-
taneously. Alternatively, the sense electrodes could also be
sequentially sensed, using either many sense units or a single
sense unit connected to all the sense electrodes using appro-
priate multiplexing.

The drive channel associated with the presently driven
electrode 410, the sense channel associated with sense elec-
trode 414 and elements of the sensor controller are shown as
combined processing circuitry 400 in FIG. 14A. The process-
ing circuitry 400 comprises a sampling switch 401, a charge
integrator 402 (shown here as a simple capacitor), an ampli-
fier 403 and a reset switch 404, and may also comprise
optional charge cancellation means 405.

FIG. 14B shows schematically the timing relationships
between the driven electrode drive signal from the drive chan-
nel 414 and the sample timing of switch 401. The drive
channel 414 and the sampling switch 401 are provided with a
suitable synchronizing means, which may be a microproces-
sor or other digital controller 408, to maintain this relation-
ship. In the implementation shown, the reset switch 404 is
initially closed in order to reset the charge integrator 402 to a
known initial state (e.g., zero volts). The reset switch 404 is
then opened, and at some time thereafter the sampling switch
401 is connected to charge integrator 402 via terminal 1 of the
switch for an interval during which the drive channel 414
emits a positive transition, and thereafter reconnects to ter-
minal 0, which is an electrical ground or other suitable refer-
ence potential. The drive channel 414 then returns to ground,
and the process repeats again for a total of ‘n’ cycles, (where
n may be 1 (i.e. O repeats), 2 (1 repeat), 3 (2 repeats) and so
on). It can be helpful if the drive signal does not return to
ground before the charge integrator is disconnected from the
sense electrode since otherwise an equal and opposite charge
would flow into/out of the sense channel during positive and
negative going edges, thus leading to no net transfer of charge
into the charge detector. Following the desired number of
cycles, the sampling switch 401 is held at position 0 while the
voltage on the charge integrator 402 is measured by a mea-
surement means 407, which may comprise an amplifier, ADC
or other circuitry as may be appropriate to the application at
hand. After the measurement is taken, the reset switch 404 is
closed again, and the cycle is restarted, though with the next
drive channel and driven electrode in sequence replacing the
drive channel 414 and driven electrode 100 schematically
shown in FIG. 14A. The process of making a measurement
for a given driven electrode is referred to here as being a
measurement ‘burst’ of length ‘n” where ‘n’ can range from 1
to any finite number. The circuit’s sensitivity is directly
related to ‘n’ and inversely to the value of the charge integra-
tor 402.

It will be understood that the circuit element designated as
402 provides a charge integration function that may also be
accomplished by other means, and that this type of circuit is
not limited to the use of a ground-referenced capacitor as
shown by 402. It should also be self-evident that the charge
integrator 402 can be an operational amplifier based integra-
tor to integrate the charge flowing through in the sense cir-
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cuitry. Such integrators also use capacitors to store the charge.
It may be noted that although integrators add circuit complex-
ity they provide a more ideal summing-junction load for the
sense currents and more dynamic range. If a slow speed
integrator is employed, it may be necessary to use a separate
capacitor in the position 0 402 to temporarily store the charge
at high speed until the integrator can absorb it in due time, but
the value of such a capacitor becomes relatively non-critical
compared to the value of the integration capacitor incorpo-
rated into the operational amplifier based integrator.

It can be helpful for the sampling switch 401 to connect the
sense electrode of the sensor to ground when not connected to
the charge integrator 402 during the changes of drive signal of
the chosen polarity (in this case positive going). This is
because this can create an artificial ground plane, thus reduc-
ing RF emissions, and also, as noted above, permitting the
coupled charge of opposite polarity to that being sensed by
the charge integrator 402 to properly dissipate and neutralize.
It is also possible to use a resistor to ground on the sense
electrode to accomplish the same effect between transitions
of drive channels 414. As an alternative to a single-pole
double-throw (SPDT) switch 401, two independent switches
can be used if timed in an appropriate manner.

As described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,730,165 [3], there are many
signal processing options possible for the manipulation and
determination of a detection or measurement of signal ampli-
tude. U.S. Pat. No. 5,730,165 [3] also describes the gain
relationship of the arrangement depicted in FIG. 12, albeit in
terms of a single electrode system. The gain relationship in
the present case is the same. The utility of a signal cancella-
tion means 405 is described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,879,461 [4], as
well as in U.S. Pat. No. 5,730,165 [3]. The disclosure of U.S.
Pat. No. 4,879,461 [4] is herein incorporated by reference.
The purpose of signal cancellation is to reduce the voltage
(i.e. charge) build-up on the charge integrator 402 concur-
rently with the generation of each burst (positive going tran-
sition of the drive channel), so as to permit a higher coupling
between the driven electrodes and the receiving sense elec-
trodes. One benefit of this approach is to allow a large sensing
area that is sensitive to small deviations in coupling between
the electrodes at relatively low cost. Such large sense cou-
plings are present in physically relatively large electrodes
such as might be used in human touch sensing pads. Charge
cancellation permits measurement of the amount of coupling
with greater linearity, because linearity is dependent on the
ability of the coupled charge from the driven electrode 100 to
the sense electrode 104 to be sunk into a ‘virtual ground’ node
over the course of a burst. If the voltage on the charge inte-
grator 402 were allowed to rise appreciably during the course
of'a burst, the voltage would rise in inverse exponential fash-
ion. This exponential component has a deleterious effect on
linearity and hence on available dynamic range.

The drive channel may be a simple CMOS logic gate pow-
ered from a conventionally regulated supply and controlled
by the sensor controller 20 to provide a periodic plurality of
voltage pulses of a selected duration (or in a simple imple-
mentation a single transition from low-to-high or high-to-low
voltage, i.e. a burst of one pulse). Alternatively, the drive
channel may comprise a sinusoidal generator or generator of
a cyclical voltage having another suitable waveform. A
changing electric field is thus generated on the rising and
failing edges of the train of voltage cycles applied to the
driven electrode. The driven electrode and the sense electrode
are assumed to act as opposing plates of a capacitor having a
capacitance C. Because the sense electrode is capacitively
coupled to the driven electrode, it receives or sinks the chang-
ing electric field generated by the driven column electrode.
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This results in a current flow in the sense electrode induced by
the changing voltage on the driven electrode through capaci-
tive differentiation of the changing electric fields. The current
will flow towards (or from, depending on polarity) the sense
channels in the sense unit 14. As noted above, the sense
channel may comprise a charge measurement circuit config-
ured to measure the flow of charge into/out of (depending on
polarity) the sense channel caused by the currents induced in
the sense electrode.

The capacitive differentiation occurs through the equation
governing current flow through a capacitor, namely:

Ig =C, de
E=%YE dr

where 1 is the instantaneous current flowing to a sense
channel and dV/dt is the rate of change of voltage appliesto a
driven electrode. The amount of charge coupled to the sense
electrode (and so into/out of the sense channel) during an
edge transition is the integral of the above equation over time,
ie.

Qr=CpxV.

The charge coupled on each transition, Q, is independent
of the rise time of V (i.e. dV/dt) and depends only on the
voltage swing at the driven electrode (which may readily be
fixed) and the magnitude of the coupling capacitance C.
between the driven electrode and sense electrode. Thus a
determination of the charge coupled into/out of charge detec-
tor comprising the sense channel in response to changes in the
drive signal applied to the driven electrode is a measure of the
coupling capacitance C between the driven electrode and the
sense electrode.

The capacitance of a conventional parallel plate capacitor
is almost independent of the electrical properties of the region
outside of the space between the plates (at least for plates that
are large in extent compared to their separation). However, for
a capacitor comprising neighboring electrodes in a plane this
is not the case. This is because at least some of the electric
fields connecting between the driven electrode and the sense
electrode “spill” out from the substrate. This means the
capacitive coupling (i.e. the magnitude of Cj) between the
driven electrode and the sense electrode is to some extent
sensitive to the electrical properties of the region in the vicin-
ity of the electrodes in to which the “spilled” electric field
extends.

In the absence of any adjacent objects, the magnitude of C,
is determined primarily by the geometry of the electrodes,
and the thickness and dielectric constant of the sensor sub-
strate. However, if an object is present in the region into which
the electric field spills outside of the substrate, the electric
field in this region may be modified by the electrical proper-
ties ofthe object. This causes the capacitive coupling between
the electrodes to change, and thus the measured charge
coupled into/from the charge detector comprising the sense
channel(s) changes. For example, if a user places a finger in
the region of space occupied by some of the of the spilled
electric fields, the capacitive coupling of charge between the
electrodes will be reduced because the user will have a sub-
stantial capacitance to ground (or other nearby structures
whose path will complete to the ground reference potential of
the circuitry controlling the sense elements). This reduced
coupling occurs because the spilled electric field which is
normally coupled between the driven electrode and sense
electrode is in part diverted away from the electrode to earth.
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This is because the object adjacent the sensor acts to shunt
electric fields away from the direct coupling between the
electrodes.

Thus by monitoring the amount of charge coupled between
the driven electrode and the sense electrode, changes in the
amount of charge coupled between them can be identified and
used to determine if an object is adjacent the sensor (i.e.
whether the electrical properties of the region into which the
spilled electric fields extend have changed).

FIG. 15A, FIG. 16 and FIG. 17 show further electrode
patterns embodying the invention which can be applied to a
substrate incorporated in a capacitive position sensor. The
electrode patterns of these further embodiments are exten-
sions of the y-interpolation approach taken by the pattern of
FIG. 12 in which multiple branches of each sense electrode
are provided for each drive electrode. The same reference
numerals are used to denote corresponding features where
appropriate.

FIG. 15A is a view of a front side of a position sensor 10
according to another embodiment of the invention. The posi-
tion sensor shown in FIG. 15A is similar to the sensor shown
in FIG. 12 in layout and operation except the number of
branches 66 that extend from the sense electrode pine 64 is
different. In the sensor shown in the figure there are two
branches that extend from the spine 64 at each drive electrode
60 location. The length of the two branches is different and
the coextension is also offset from one another at the location
of each drive electrode 60. This is done to alter the number of
exposed edges of the branches of the sense electrodes. The
two individual branches of each of the two sets of branches
extend ¥&’ths and 7/4’ths of the way from their own spine to the
adjacent sense electrode spine 64 to provide an overlap of
Ta+¥s—1=14=V4 of the spine separation distance. As can be
seen in the figure there are four sense electrode spines 64 and
thus four sense channels 76 (same as FIG. 12), but the number
of discrete sensing elements or regions 68 is thirteen (com-
pared with 7 in FIG. 12).

FIG. 15B shows an area 92 of the position sensor 10 shown
in FIG. 15A as an expanded view. The expanded view of FIG.
15B shows two adjacent spines 1502, 1504. There are four
branches 1506 extending from the spines, two from each
spine 1502, 1504. The exposed edges are the edges of the
branches that are not adjacent another branch electrode. For
example, at the left spine shown in the figure there are 4
exposed edges 1508, 1510, 1512, 1514. The number of
exposed branch edges for the left electrode spine 1502 shown
in the figure is 4 at the left, and decrements by 1 for each
discrete sensing element or region defined by a dotted square
in the figure. At the adjacent spine 1504 on the right, there are
no exposed edges from the left spine 1502. The number of
exposed edges of the left spine 1502 at each region is marked
on FIG. 15B along the upper edge of the expanded area.
Similarly the number of exposed branch edges of the right
spine 1504 at each region is marked on FIG. 15B along the
lower edge of the expanded area. The extent or boundary of
the flooded x-electrode in the y-direction is shown in the
Figure by two horizontal dotted lines 1516.

FIG. 16 is a view of a front side of a position sensor 10
according to another embodiment of the invention. The posi-
tion sensor shown in FIG. 15 is similar to the sensor shown in
FIG. 12 in layout and operation except the number of
branches 66 that extend from the sense electrode spine 64 is
increased. In the sensor shown in the figure there are three
branches that extend from the spine 64 at each drive electrode
60 location. The length of the three branches is different and
the coextension region is also offset from one another at each
drive electrode 60 location. This is done to alter the number of
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exposed edges of the branches. The three branches in the
figure that extend in the x direction or right from the sensor
spines extend to 712, %12 and %12 respectively of the spacing
between adjacent sense electrode spines 64. The three
branches that extend in the —x direction or left from the sensor
spines extend %12, %12 and 712 respectively of the spacing
between adjacent sense electrode spines 64. As can be clearly
seen from the figure there are still only four sense electrode
spines 64 and thus four sense channels 76, but the number of
discrete sensing elements 68 has increased from 7 in FIGS. 12
to 20. Referring to FIG. 16, the number of exposed branch
edges starting from the left-most electrode spine 64 is 6, and
decrements by 1 for each discrete sensing element 68 down to
zero at the adjacent sensor electrode spine.

FIG. 17 is a view of a front side of a position sensor 10
according to another embodiment of the invention. The posi-
tion sensor shown in FIG. 18 is similar to the sensor shown in
FIG. 12 inlayout and operation. However, the position sensor
shown in the figure has an alternative arrangement of elec-
trodes. The drive and sense electrodes shown in the figure are
made up of thin wires or a mesh of wire instead of the con-
tinuous layer of electrode material shown in FIG. 12. The
drive electrodes 60 are constructed by a rectangular perimeter
of'wire to define the shape of the drive electrode with a series
of'diagonal wire lines going across the rectangular perimeter.
The diagonal lines are typically atan angle of 45 degrees to an
axis running along the x-direction. The diagonal lines and the
rectangular perimeter of each drive electrode are electrically
connected and connected to the drive unit 12 via the drive
channels 72. The wires or mesh are manufactured from metal
wires e.g. copper, but could also be made of gold or silver.
Similarly the sense electrodes are also manufactured using a
thin metal trace that follows the perimeter of the sense elec-
trode pattern shown in FIG. 12. The sense electrodes 62 are
relative narrow compared to the drive electrodes 60, so there
is no need to use in-filling with diagonal lines. However, some
extra wires are added within the sense electrode mesh struc-
ture as shown in FIG. 17 by short lines 78. This is to add
redundancy in the pattern, so that if there is a defect in the
electrode wire at one location, the current has an alternative
path. Such defects can occur if there is a defect in the optical
mask used to pattern the wires or if there is debris on the
surface of the wires during processing. It will be appreciated
that the electrode arrangements shown in FIG. 16 and FIG. 17
may also be constructed from the electrode wires or mesh as
described above.

It will be understood that the “mesh” or “filligrane”
approach to forming each electrode out of a plurality of inter-
connected fine lines of highly conducting wire or traces may
beused foreither Layer 1 (X drive), Layer 2 (Y sense) or both.
The FIG. 17 embodiment uses meshes for both layers. How-
ever, a particularly preferred combination for display appli-
cations or other applications where invisibility is important is
that Layer 1 is made with non-mesh, i.e. “solid” electrodes
with the small, invisible gaps, for example from ITO, and
Layer 2 is made with mesh electrodes, for example out of
copper, having line widths sufficiently small to be invisible
also.

It will be appreciate that the patterns shown in FIG. 12,
FIG. 15, FIG. 16 and FIG. 17 can be repeated or extended in
both the x- and y-direction.

The sensors shown in FIG. 12, FIG. 15, FIG. 16 and FIG.
17 allow the width (x-direction) of a 2DCT to be increased
without increasing the number of sense channels, while
retaining the same resolution and using a linear interpolation
technique. This is clearly shown in FIG. 12, FIG. 15 and FIG.
16 which although schematic and not to scale in an absolute

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

26

sense are drawn to the same scale as each other to illustrate
how the total width of the 2DCT can be increased by increas-
ing the number of y-interpolation branches per drive “cell”
without changing the number of sense channels which is four
in all the illustrated examples.

The number of sense channels can vary. Moreover, the
number of sense channel branches per drive cell can be
greater than illustrated above. The above embodiments show
1, 2 and 3 branches per drive cell, but the number could be 4,
5, 6 or more in principle, although there is likely to be a
practical limit that arises from usual design trade-offs
between numbers of channels, read-out time and complexity
of the electrode patterns.

The role of the branches is therefore to linearize the tran-
sition from one sense channel to the next.

Generally the number of “keys” ‘K’ will be a function of
the number of sense channels ‘n’ and the number of sense
branches per drive electrode cell ‘m’ given by the formula
K=2m(n-1)+1. Tabulated for values of ‘m’ up to 4 and ‘n’ up
to five, this gives the following numbers of keys:

n=2 n=3 n=4 n=>5
m=1 3 5 7 9
m=2 5 9 13 17
m=3 7 13 19 25
m=4 9 17 25 33

It will also be understood that the drive electrode spacing
will preferably have comparable dimension to the touch size
of'the touching object for which the sensor is designed. On the
other hand, through the use of the y-interpolation feature of
the sense electrode branches, the sense electrode spacing can
be sparser. With only one set of sense electrode branches per
drive electrode (FIG. 12), the sense electrode spacing will
generally be twice the drive electrode spacing assuming the
key dimensions in x- and y- are set the same. With two sets of
sense electrode branches per drive electrode (FIG. 15), the
sense electrode spacing will generally be four times the drive
electrode spacing. With three sets of sense electrode branches
per drive electrode (FIG. 16), the sense electrode spacing will
generally be six times the drive electrode spacing. That is to
say, the sense electrode spacing will in general be ‘2m’ times
the drive electrode spacing assuming the key dimensions in x
and y are set the same. Normally the key dimensions in x and
y ifnot the same will be similar, so the sense electrode spacing
will usually be within ‘2m=1’ times the drive electrode spac-
ing. Further, if the touching object for which the sensor is
designed is a human finger, then each key will typically have
x- and y-dimensions in the range 5-10 mm.

In the above, it will be understood that reference to ‘per
drive electrode’ relates to individual drive electrodes regard-
less of whether the drive electrodes are directly addressed or
not. For example, in the embodiment of FIG. 12, there are 10
drive electrodes, but only 4 drive channels as a result of use of
bridging resistors 74.

It will be appreciated that the sensor of the invention is
applicable to many types of device/appliance. For example,
sensors can be used with ovens, grills, washing machines,
tumble-dryers, dish-washers, microwave ovens, food blend-
ers, bread makers, drinks machines, computers, home audio-
visual equipment, personal computers, portable media play-
ers, PDAs, cell phones, computers, games consoles and so
forth.

FIG. 18 shows an example of a mobile personal computer
(PC) 120. A touch sensor according to the present technique
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could be used to form part or the whole of an input control
panel of the notebook PC 120. In the figure, the PC 120 is
shown, which includes a display device 122 attached to a base
124, which accommodates a processor and other components
typically associated with a PC. An input control panel 126
includes a keyboard 128. The input control panel 126 further
includes a touch sensitive mouse pad 130. The mouse pad can
be implemented using a touch sensor according to the present
invention. Moreover, the display device 122 can also be
implemented with a touch sensor according to the present
invention overlaid on top of it to provide a touch screen. This
may be particularly useful for a tablet PC.

FIG. 19 schematically shows a washing machine 91 incor-
porating a control panel 93 which incorporates a sensor
according to the invention.

FIG. 20 schematically shows a cellular telephone 95 which
may incorporate one or more sensors according to an embodi-
ment of the invention. A two-dimensional sensor 98 accord-
ing to the invention may be used to provide the button panel
with buttons 99, or may be a separate sensor co-extensive with
the button panel. For example, the button panel may be
retained as a mechanical assembly and the sensor provided to
allow drawing, writing or command gestures to be performed
by the user over the button panel area, for example to compose
text messages in Chinese or other Asian characters. The
screen 97 may also be overlaid with a sensor according to the
invention.

More generally the invention may be used in conjunction
with any appliance having a human-machine interface. It is
also possible to provide a sensor similar to those described
above which is provided separately from a device/appliance
which it may be used to control, for example to provide an
upgrade to a pre-existing appliance. It is also possible to
provide a generic sensor which may be configured to operate
arange of different appliances. For example, a sensor may be
provided that has programmable keys which a device/appli-
ance provider may associate with desired functions by appro-
priately configuration, for example by reprogramming.

A capacitive position sensor has a two-layer electrode
structure. Drive electrodes extending in a first direction on a
first plane on one side of a substrate. Sense electrodes extend
in a second direction on a second plane on the other side of the
substrate so that the sense electrodes cross the drive elec-
trodes at a plurality of intersections which collectively form a
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position sensing array. The sense electrodes are provided with
branches extending in the first direction part of the way
towards each adjacent sense electrode so that end portions of
the branches of adjacent sense electrodes co-extend with each
other in the first direction separated by a distance sufficiently
small that capacitive coupling to the drive electrode adjacent
to the co-extending portion is reduced. Providing sense elec-
trode branches allow a sensor to be made which has a greater
extent in the first direction for a given number of sense chan-
nels, since the co-extending portions provide an interpolating
effect. The number of sense electrode branches per drive
electrode can be increased which allows a sensor to be made
which has ever greater extent in the first direction without
having to increase the number of sense channels.

What is claimed is:

1. A sensor comprising:

a plurality of drive electrodes running generally in a first
direction;

a plurality of sense electrodes running generally in a sec-
ond direction, the sense electrodes having branches run-
ning generally in the first direction, the branches having
a pitch that is greater than or equal to 1 millimeter and
less than or equal to 8 millimeters;

wherein end portions of the branches of adjacent sense
electrodes extend beyond one another to define respec-
tive coextensive portions of the branches and the coex-
tensive portions of the branches of adjacent sense elec-
trodes are separated by gaps that are greater than or equal
to 5 micrometers and less than or equal to 50 microme-
ters.

2. The sensor of claim 1, wherein a first drive electrode

comprises a conductive mesh.

3. The sensor of claim 1, wherein the pitch is.

4. The sensor of claim 1, wherein the gaps are greater than
or equal to 10 micrometers and less than or equal to 30
micrometers.

5. The sensor of claim 1, wherein a coextensive portion of
a first pair of branches is offset along the first axis from a
coextensive portion of a second pair of branches.

6. The sensor of claim 1, further comprising a substrate and
wherein the drive electrodes and the sense electrodes are
coupled to the substrate.
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